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II. - Hou ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)— Police. 


Tue Rangpur Dikprakash [Rangpur] of the 24th September says that 
= on the night of the 18th September last, a most g pt 20ch, 1908. 


Budmashi in some villages in 


the Rangpur district. cowardly and murderous attack was made on the 


life of one Prankatu Das, an inhabitant of the 
Gopalray village, a distance of one mile from Kakina, Rangpur district, while 
he was sleeping in his house. The man is now lying in a precarious condition. 
A few days ago one Panchanan Das, an inhabitant of the Tetulia village, was 
obliged by the persecution of the budmashes of the place to leave his house with 
family. As a matter of fact, great budmasht prevails in that part of the 
country. The local police ought to exert itself in the matter. : 
2. A correspondent of the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 24th September 
ee draws the attention of the Government to the 
Murder and rape in D-brugarh. frequent occurrence of murder and suspicious death 
in Dibrugarh which has created quite a panic among the people there. There 
is no detective department in the Assam police. Its absence saves Government 
some money, but it is not calculated to secure efficient detective work. Con- 


sidering therefore that murder cases are rapidly increasing, Government should 


appoint some able detectives in Assam. The writer then gives some cases of 
murder, and says that not only such cases, but rape cases also, are increasing in 
number in Dibrugarh. | | 
3. Babu Siddheswar Basu, who recently arrived at Cawnpore in the 
| 7 course of his pilgrimage to the up-country Hindu 
PR tiny mg tached ogi by two shrines, writes in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
25th September to say that at 11 A. u., on the 10th 
September last, as he was going to a friend’s along the Grand Trunk Road, he 
met two European horsemen. The latter wilfully obstructed his path and 
would not let him proceed. Entreaties failed. At last, he understood them to 
say that he should run with their horses. He did so for some distance and, 
when tired, entreated them to let him go away. But they still compelled him 
to run. He was at last given to understand that this punishment was inflicted 
on him because he did not close his umbrella as a sign of respect to them when 
he met them. He made haste to close his umbrella; but was not let alone 
even then, and not until the whim of his persecutors had been gratified. 
, The correspondent asks why Europeans outside Calcutta should be so 
sensitive about their honour, when even big officials and other Europeans in 
Calcutta do not object to natives’ keeping their umbrellas open before them on 
the maidan and elsewhere. | 
4. A correspondent of the same paper says that recently one day there 
Alleged missen net of Gre. Oe” fire in a hut in Baranagore in the northern 
engine man of Chitpur. " guburb of Calcutta. Three or four huts were 
Se, reduced to ashes before the fire-engine from 
Chitpur arrived on the spot, although Chitpur is only half a mile from 
Baranagore. When the fire engine arrived, the fire had been almost completely 
extinguished. Some by-standers, accordingly, asked the fire-engine men to 
return to their own place. This gave umbrage to the latter, and one of them 


jumped into the midst of the crowd and beat or abused many people, An 
enquiry into the matter is asked for. | 


(6)— Working of the Courts. | 


5. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 22nd September draws the atten- 
tion of Government to the inconvenience of (1) 
native jurors in Sessions Courts and (2) native 
witnesses cited by Government in criminal cases, 
and writes as follows :— os = 
(1) Those who have the misfortune to be appointed jurors in Sessions 
trials have to undergo great hardships. In the first place, they have, in most 
Cases, no room or apartmemt in the Court building where they may seat 
themselves and take rest. They are therefore obliged to loiter about in the 
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ourt premises. In the second place, they are put to much trouble and ex 
8 pat from the mufassal, for which no consideration is made by Goan 
ment. In England jurors are much better treated: these inconveniences do not 
exist there, 

(2) Most of the people who attend Courts as witnesses, come from the 
cultivating and trading classes. Those who come from the mufassal as Goy. 
ernment’s witnesses, have to suffer severe loss and inconvenience. For, they 
have to give up their own occupations in their homes and pay the greater part 
of their fooding expenses from their own pockets, as the Government allowance 
of ten pice per head per diem is miserably insufficient, The harm their 
business suffers is no doubt unavoidable, but they should never be made to pay 
their fooding charges themselves, for they come as Government's witnesses, 

6. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Pairika (Calcutta ] of the 23rd 

| September writes as follows :— _ | 
Me find, after all, that Babu Ramapati De, 
| : Munsif of Ranaghat, has not been transferred from 
that place. This arrangement, we are afraid, will not be to the advantage 
either of Babu Ramapati himself or of the oy of Ranaghat with whom he has 
not been on good terms. Both parties will most likely find their position 
extremely embarrassing. | 

7. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th September fails to see the neces- 

1 it. ik sity of the proposal to establish a district Court in 

trip cue in Cadets. Calcutta. If the delay which now occurs in the 
disposal of suits by the Calcutta High Court be 

the reason of this proposal, the evil can be best remedied by curtailing the 


Babu Ramapati De, Munsif of 
Ranaghat. 


High Court vacations and increasing the number of its Judges according to 


requirement. Instead of establishing such a Court in a hurry, the first thing 
which should be done is to ascertain the cause of the delay in the disposal of 
suits in the High Court and how that evil can be remedied. - 

8. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 29th 


. September takes exception to the vesting of Rai 
RNA * reolie 1 Radha Ballabh Chaudhuri, Bahadur, the Honorary 


teste, of Sherpur, Mymensingh Magistrate of Sherpur in the Mymensingh district, 
W with his former magisterial powers, less the power 


of committing to the Sessions, and asks if the Rai Bahadur has the experience 


and legal training of a Subdivisional Officer with whose powers he has practi- 
cally been vested. Again, the Rai Bahadur is a zamindar and is consequently 
intimately connected with many of the local zamindars. Why should not, 
therefore. the rule which forbids the apppointment of a Munsif or a Deputy 
Magistrate in his native place apply to his case? There is great difference 
between the Rai Bahadur and other Honorary Magistrates as regards the 

wers vested. The procedure which is adopted in the case of ordinary 

onorary Magistrates cannot therefore apply to his case. The vesting of the 
Rai Bahadur with such large powers will no doubt save a good deal of Govern- 
ment's money and do away with the necessity of keeping two Deputy 
Magistrates at Jamalpur; but Government should consider whether this 
arrangement will be convenient to the public. n 


(d)—Education. 


9. It is rumoured, says the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairiła 
i [Calcutta] of the 23rd September, that henceforth 
ha only such students will be allowed to appear in 
_ vernacular examina‘ions as will be considered likely 

to get scholarsbips. But in that case not more than 20 or 25 students will be 

eligible tor such examinations in each district, and that will mean their virtual 

abolition. Although there isno longer any prospect before the students who pass 

these examinations, guardians still send their boys to the vernacular schools in 

the belief that the simple fact of their having passed the examinations gives 

their children a position of eminence amongst their illiterate fellow-villagers. 

But if the prospect of attaining this honour also is taken away from them, 

why will they go to school at all? Education for the sake of knowledge is 
a thing still unknown in this country; and yet it is Government which seeks to 
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disinterested education on the people. Many people therefore think 

— Government wishes to withdvarw tin rinciple of popular education, and 
fearing lest a sudden change of policy should give rise to a violent commotion 
in the country, is trying to have its purpose carried out by indirect means. 
But these people also 1 half a century hence Government will have to 

repent having introdu this retrograde policy. 

10. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 24th iy re says that Babu 
EK 0«shirod Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, the Principal of 

The Principal of the Chittagong the Chittagong College, is more a soldier than a 
College. teacher in hard-heartedness, He never looks at his 
students with a kind and affectionate eye, and his words always betray a 
deep dislike and hatred against them. Teaching - or lecturing, he always 
speaks abusively of the Hindu and Muhammadan religions. On the day imme- 
diately preceding the current Durga Puja. vacation he fined a number of 
students 2, 3 or 5 rupees each, and sent a report to the Director of Public 
Instruction recommending the rustication of some others. The guardians of a 


number of students assembled in Kazim Ali Saheb’s school-house on the 


21st September last, and formed a Committee with a view of protesting against 
Kshirod Babu’s conduct. It is hoped that the authorities will institute a 
sifting enquiry into the matter. : : 
11. Referring to the mismanagement by the Secretary to the Bethune 

) School Committee, the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 

The Secretary to the Bethune 24th September writes as follows:— 


JYOT!, 
Sept 24th, 1908. 


SaANJIVANI, 
Sept. 24th, 1903. 


College Committee. Mr. J. Ghosal, the 1 Secretary to the 


Bethune College Committee, has at last appointed one Babu Syamadas 
Mukhopadhyay as a Professor in the Bethune College in place of the late 
Professor Babu Adityakumar Chatterji. In recommending this gentleman to 
the Director of Public Instruction, Mr. J. Ghosal falsely stated that the 
Bethune College Committee wanted to appoint him. He did not call a meetin 
of the Committee, nor did he consult all the members. Mr. A. M. Bose an 
Babu Umeschandra Datta, the Brahmo members of the Committee, were not 
asked their opinions in the matter. The Secretary has taken two months to 
appoint. a Professor who cannot be called a fit person for the appointment, as 
he has no knowledge of Philosophy, the subject for which, principally, a 
Professor should be appointed, Babu Adityakumar died on the 14th of July 
last, and if the Secretary had adopted a straightforward course by calling 
a meeting of the Committee soon after, satisfactory arrangement for the 
vacant Professorship would have been made long ago, the College students 
would not have suffered loss, and the present unpleasantness would not have 
arisen. The Secretary appears not to know for what subject a Professor is 
required to be appointed, and he has deliberately set aside the constitutional 
procedure which should be followed in the filling up of vacancies in the 
teaching staff of the Bethune College We beg therefore to draw the attention 
of Mr. Pedler and of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to these 


irregularities, and hope they will- be pleased to consider the advisability of 


allowing Mr. J. Ghosal to continue as Secretary to the Bethune College 
Committee. : 

12. The Mthir.o-Sulhakar alent) of the 25th September says that the 
as . hadis tafsir class in the Calcutta Madrassa has 
Calcutta Madran clase in the auffered great loss by the unexpected retirement 

| | from service of Mufti Mahammad Abdulla Tanki. 

It is to be hoped that Dr. Ross, the worthy Principal of the institution, will, as 

s00n as he returns to India, either re-appoiont Professor Tanki, or appoint 
another Professor in his place, who will be fully his equal. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


13. The Hindu Ranjita [ Boalia] of the 16th September complains of the 

; bad condition of roads in Rampur Boalia town, and 

1 Rampur Boalia Munioi- says that street refuse is not regularl ne by 
the Municipality. Recently a dead dog lay in front 


of Dr. Chandra Nath Chaudhuri's house for two days. Unable to bear the 


offensive smell emitted from the ‘carcass, Chandra Babu was obliged to see the 
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funicipal Chairman personally and make an application for its removal. 
— doo dog lay for — days on the Ranlbanar road. There is one 
belodiging to the District Board, but its condition is also very 


road in the town, 
bad. a at 

14. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th September 
says that Babu Arun Chandra Chatterji, the 
doctor in charge of the charitable dispensary at 
Navadwip in the Nadia district, is a haughty and 
insolent man, who does not hesitate to apply dis- 
respectful L to poor but respectable patients. He refuses to give such 
patients medicines from the dispensary, and compels them to purchase medi- 
cines from his own dispensary. On the other hand, however, he dispenses 


The doctor in charge of a chari- 
table dispensary in the Nadia 
district. 


medicines free of charge from the charitable dispensary to patients who invite 


him to see them in their houses and pay him his fees. The doctor also incurred 
everybody’s displeasure by ill-treating the nurse of the hospital. The corres. 
ndent fails to understand why the Managing Committee of the charitable 
8 did not accept the doctor's resignation when it was sent in some 
time ago. 
15. The Peopl: and dee om [Calcutta a x September has the 
following in its English columns :— 
„ — The last issue of the Calcutta Gazette contains 
of the Calcutta Municipality for the Government Resolution reviewing the adminis- 
eee tration report of the Calcutta Municipality for the 
year 1902-1903. As was expected, the Resolution is imbued with a rosy hue 
and the Lieutenant-Governor sees nothing but many-sided activity in the 
various departments of the Corporation and has nothing but unstinted praise 
for the work done during the year. The — is very optimistic reading, 
and capital has been sought to be made out of the several schemes of reorgani- 
sation, amalgamation, and decentralisation. On reading the report, endorsed 
by the highest official opinion in the province, one is likely to suppose that the 
Caleutta Corporation is an ideal institution and the rate-payers of Calcutta 


were the blessed inhabitants of a Happy Valley. The first impression,” the 


Lieutenant-Governor says, ‘‘conveyed by a perusal of the Report for the 
ear 1902—1903 is that is is a record of strenuous and many-sided activity.” 
e are constrained to observe that in spite of the high official testimony to 
the ‘‘many-sided activity” of the Corporation, the citizens of Calcutta 
have a very sad tale to tell. They do not know wherein the activity lay. 
The dark, unrepaired, and dusty streets and lanes, the heaps of unremoved 
refuse, the scanty water-supply, the nonchalance and hau‘eur of the Municipal 
Executive, the rapid and, in most cases, unforeseen enhancement of rates, the 
dreaded e Court, the harassing prosecutions—all these, among others, 
have contributed not a little to intensify the miseries of the Indian population 
of Calcutta. Chowringhee or Park Street may have claimed the special 
attention of the Corporation, but the native town“ is in striking contrast 
to its white counterpart, and must detract from the unstinted eulogy the 
Lieutenant-Governor has bestowed upon the work done by the Corporation. 
The success of an institution is to be judged by the results, and applying this 
test to the Corporation, we make bold to say, the Lieutenant-Governor's 
testimony notwithstanding, that it has failed to give satisfaction to the rate- 
. payers. There may have been many schemes on paper, but the public have 
as yet seen nothing of them, and their verdict on the work of the Corporation 
| is one of condemnation. We hardly think the Lieutenant-Governor could 
possibly have borne personal testimony to the efficiency of the Corporation, 
if he had paid surprise visits to the native town and seen things for himself. 
The public are not to blame if they take the Government Resolution with a 
grain of salt, It may be that, pledged to support the new Corporation, the 
official should rally round it through thick and thin, but by the side of the stern 
facts about the municipal adminis tration of Calcutta the review must be a 
piece of daub on which the official brush has laid the colour rather too thick. 
Coming to the financial position of the Corporation, the Lieutenant- 
Governor 5 5 — „„ 3 | | 
“ The ieutenant- Governor is glad to note that the financial position of 
of ne Corporation is thoroughly sound, Their net indebtedness, that, ia the 


* | | | 
\ : , 
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amount they owe, less the amount to credit in thesinking funds, has increased by 
a little over 15 lakhs in the last three years, but in the same time their borrowing 
wer has increased by nearly 21 lakhs, During that period the Commissioners 
rrowed 382 lakhs, of which 31 lakhs have been invested in drainage aud water- 
supply schemes and in other improvements. Nor do there seem to be any 
id grounds for the apprehensions that have been expressed from time to 
time that when the present reassessment operations are complete, the municipal 
income will cease to expand at the same rate asheretofore. It is true that in 
the last ten years the assessed valuation of the town has increased by 28°3 per 
cent., but in the same period the population has increased by 24˙8 per cent., 
excise receipts by 32 per cent., exports and imports by 40 per cent., and income- 
tax receipts’ by 52°1 per cent. It is well known also to those wh 
central portion of Calcutta that the rise of rents in recent years has been very 
great. There seems, therefore, no reason for regarding the gga which has 
faken place in the municipal revenues as in any ‘way abnormal; or for expecting 
that it will prcceed at a less rapid rate in the future.” nee 


While admitting the great strain the re-assessment rates have caused to 
the rate-payers, the Lieutenant-Governor hugs to his bosom the belief that the 
assessments have not yet been the last straw on the camel’s back, He hope 
that the revenues are yet capable of expansion and will be expanded with a 
further enhancement of assessment. The rate-payers are already groaning 
under the burden of municipal taxation, and they listen to the ominous words 
of the Resolution with no small amount of trepidation. They think that under 
the present @gis more is in store for them, and that it is much too costly to be a 
citizen of no mean city’? without any compensating gain. We naturally 
expected that when dealing with the financial position of the Corporation, the 
Lieutenant-Governor would refer to the late financial muddle—the 4-lakh 
loan the Rustomjee-Mukerjee guarantee. The review is silent on that point. 
The public expected that the Government would explain the whole matter 
and let them know their view on it, As it is, the Resolution ignores the 
muddle and is exultant that the revenues are yet capable of expansion, 


The Resolution closes with a welcome to Mr, Nalin Behary Sircar. The 


welcome must be gratifying to Mr. Sircar, but in the ears of the people it has 


another ring. The welcome accorded to Mr. Sircar is a welcome to national 
humiliation—to the lowering of national prestige and self-respect. 


16. A correspondent of the Howrah Hitaishi LHowrah) of the 26th 
5 | September says that privy service is so bad within 

M against the Howrah the Howrah Municipality that night soil is removed 
sometimes at seven and sometimes at even fifteen 


~ 


days’ interval. The municipal urinals are never washed and cleaned, - 


17. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 29th September complains of 
the extremely bad cendition of the private drains 
in Mymensingh town. Filth, one yard deep, has 

- accumulated on the low ground south of Seetapati 

and north of Pukhariabasa. The local Civil Surgeon is requested to inspect 


— f place. All the private drains should be transferred to the Maunici- 
ity. , : . 


18. The same paper takes . ee to the nomination of Babu Akshay 
Kumar Chatterji, the Subdivisional Officer of Tan- 

gail and Chairman of the Tangail Municipality 
M 5 oe in the Mymensingh district, as a member of the 
ymensingh District Board, on the ground that such multiplicity of work will 
Seriously interfere with his duties as a Subdivisional Officer. This year not one 
zamindar of Tangail has been favoured with a seat on the Board, although the 


The private drains in Mymen- 
singh town. 


The M i i. : 
Bot ymonsingh District 


favour has been extended to two zamindars of Sherpur. It is therefore hoped 


on at the time of nominating a new member to take the place of Babu 
jkrishna Sinha who is dead, en. will extend the favour to a Tangail 
zamindar or talukdar. Two Sab. Rate have this year been elected to the 

oard, and they will surely join hands with the nominated members and form 
an official majority in the transaction of the Board’s business, What the 
effect will be may be easily surmised. |. . Py ines, 
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(9) -H Railvays and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


19. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
a | 23rd September complains that passengers are put 
A railway complaint. = to the greatest inconvenience in purchasing tickets 
at the Sealdah railway station, The Eastern Bengal State Railway authorities 
have hitherto turned a deaf ear to the numberless representations made to them 
on this subject. The ticket office window is opened only a few minutes before 
the starting of trains, and the rush of passengers through the wooden enclosure is 
tremendous. Some of the passengers are thus compelled to entrust the police 
with money for the purchase of tickets, and the police sometimes disappear 
with the money. Why cannot the railway authorities arrange for the sale of 
tickets at all hours of the day at the Sealdah station? | 
20. Babu Rajendralal Sarkar, 59, Amherst Street, Calcutta, writes to the 
| : e e Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 24th September that on 
the 14th September last he. was about to take a seat 
in the Goalundo mixed train at the Sealdah railway station when a Bengali 


A railway complaint. 


ticket-oollector told him that the box harmonium which he was carrying with 


‘him should be weighed. The harmonium was consequently carried to the 
place of weighment and found to weigh only six seers. But no entry of this 
was made in his ticket, nor washe allowed to take the train with the harmonium. 
On the contrary, it was marked and labelled for conveyance in the brake-van. 
To this the correspondent objected, and even entreated to be allowed to carry 
the harmonium with him as personal luggage, but to no effect. He was 
informed in the presence of every one present that if he wished to carry it with 
him he must pay a bribe of Re. 1, He had no money with him and had there- 
fore to give up the idea of making a journey. The number of his ticket was 
2426, intermediate class, from Sealdah to Dum-Dum junction. 

21. The Hitavadi (Caloutta] of the 25th September publishes the follow- 
3 ing railway complaints from correspondents :— 


| (1) Babu Ram Pada Majumdar, Judge’s Court, 
Serampore, says that the friends of passengers about to leave the Howrah 


station are not allowed entrance into the platform unless they can show tickets. 
This compels such friends to purchase tickets for Hooghly or Burdwan for no 


other purpose than that of gaining entrance into the platform in order to see 
their friends or relatives off. When, however, after the departure of the train, 
they come away from the platform, the initiated chaprasis of the booking- 
clerks tell them that if they return their tickets they will get a refund of ha 
or a quarter of their price. Many, who do not know the secret, return their 
tickets and tuke a refund. ‘lhe booking-clerks enter the returned tickets in 
the non-issue register, and divide the profit among themselves and the 
chaprasis. The booking and parcel clerks regularly bribe the police, who, in 
consequence, overlook all oppressions committed by the former on passengers. 
The reason why booking-clerks do not begin to sell tickets till a few minutes 
before the departure of trains, is that in the hurry passengers get no time to 
take proper notice of the conduct of the clerks if they return to them less than 
rs proper balance. Passengers are frequently cheated out of small sums in 
is Way. | ae 
2) Babu Mati Lal Ghosh, manager of a mill at 19, Goabagan, Calcutta, 


complains of the insolence and corruption of the station-master of Rupdia on 


the Bengal Central Railway. The other day, the station-master was fined 
Rs. 30 and a khalass Rs. 15 by the Jessore Police Court for ill-treating a 
passenger. It is a wonder that, notwithstanding the strict railway rules, the 
station-master has still been kept at Rupdia after his punishment, The station- 
master exacts a bribe of 9 pies for every basket of mangoes which is booked 
from the station in the mango season, Anybody who refuses to pay this bribe 
fails to get his baskets 5 within a short time. His ulm on the traders 
who send goods by train led them to memorialise the Chief Engineer and the 
Agent. But no notice has been taken of their memorials. The conduct of the 
station-master has led to a falling off in the rts from the station. i 
(3) Babu Priya Nath Mukhe ji, Chanchai, Ajhapur, complains of the 
absence of a goods-shed at the Debipur station on the East Indian Railway, 
which prevents traders from either exporting or importing goods through that 
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station, although there are good feeder roads connecting the station with the 
interior. 5 3 Oe 
4) Babu. Sarat Chandra Mukharji, Chamuchi Tea Estate, Jal ; 
complains of the inconvenience which has been caused to the people of Ram- 
sahihat by a chunge in the timing of the only up and down trains between Barnes 
Junction and Ramsahihat on the B. D. Railway. Journeys to and from 
the station at night are full of danger to life, considering that the Ramsahihat 
station is surrounded on all sides by jungle, inhabited by ferocious wild 
nimals. 8 
g (5) Babu Haris Chandra De, 13, Serpentine Laue, Calcutta, complains 
that on the 7th September last, Babu Prasanna Kumar Pal, a 3 travell- 
ing between Baluhati and Uttar Bantra on the Howrah-Seakhala Light Railway 
by 28 down train, was ill-treated by a guard. A complaint, it is said, has been 
lodged against the guard in the Howrah Criminal Court. 1 ; 
22. The same paper hopes that the Manager of the —— Duars Railway 
_ ‘will see justice done to Babu Jatindra Narayan 
The grievances of a late railway Mukharji, lately relieving station-master on that 
— railway, who was dismissed by the Assistant Traffic 
Superintendent for not carrying out his order to travel to the Luksam Junction 
station from the Damdim station, when the railway line between Chalsa and 


Luksam was washed away by the rains and no conveyances of any kind were 


available between Chalsa and Nagarkata. The Assistant Traffic Superintendent 
has refused to pay Jatindra Babu his arrears of pay and to return even his 
certificates of previous service. 

23. A correspondent of the same paper draws the attention of Government 
to the bad condition of portions of the Jessore 
District Board road between Altapol and Jessore 
town. These portions of the road, making in all 
a distance of five miles, are s‘ill æuicha, although the other portions. have been 
made pucka. The villages lying on both sides of the road are very populous, 
and famous for their trade in jute, sugar, molasses, chillies, and fish. e bad 
condition of the road prevents even a regular and punctual transmission of the 
postal mails in the rainy season. ) oe 

24. A correspondent of the Rainakar [Asansol] of the 26th September 
says that receipts given to senders of coal by the 

East Indian Railway Company contain the follow- 
) ing instruction at the bottom of the front page: — 
“Special attention is drawn to the notices on the back which form a legal con- 
tract.” And on the back is given the following notice: 

All claims against the Railway Company for loss or damage must im- 
' mediately be made to the clerk in charge of the station from which they have 

been booked; and a written statement must be sent forthwith to the Traffic 
Superintendent of the district in which the station from which the consignment 
was despatched is situated, otherwise the Railway Company will not hold 
themselves responsible.” pith, 

But in a petty suit, No, 640 of 1903, in the Raniganj Munsifi, it has been 
stated on behalf of the Railway Company, the defendant, that the claim of the 
plaintiff has been barred by limitation because he did not bring the matter to 
the notice of the Agent of the Company within six months from the date of 
occurrence as required by law. 
tion of the necessity of any notice being given to the Agent. It says, on the 
other hand, that written statements should be sent to the District Traffic 
Superintendent. Ifthe giving of a notice to the Agent within six months is 
really necessary for validating a claim against the Railway Company, why is 
not this fact mentioned in the above notice, which, as sta 


A bad road in the Jessore dis- 
trict. 


A question of law in claims for 
loss or damage against railways. 


in the front page 
of the receipt given to senders, forms a valid contact? Will the Railway 


Company give an answer to this. question? 


ati and Narandia 


25. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 29th erg says that the 


dune road in be nes want of a road between Ka 
“ay : to the local people and 


convenience and hardshi 


The above notice, however, contains no men- 


Bazar in the Mymensingh district causes great in- 
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loss to the local trade. The Chairman of the District Board is requested to 


* 3 


enquire into the matter and remove the want. 
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-,. V,—Prosrects oF tHe Crops AND CONDITION -OF THE PEOPLE, 


26. A correspondent of the Medini Bandhav [Mid napore! of the 23rd Sep- 
re 3 E | tember 4 peor 9 3 from the Lith 
werden en ue it. «= September last has completed the work of destruc- 
e tion which its complete cessation began in the Doro 


pargana in the Midnapore district. The. future of the poor inhabitants of the 


pargana is gloomy. Many of them are flying from their homes, leaving behind 


their wives and children in utter destitution. Nearly 50 inhabitants of the 
Baneshwarchak, Brahmanchak, Bhumgaraychak, Ramnagar and the neighbour- 
ing villages have in this manner forsaken their families to seek their fortunes in 
* laces. The distress is severe and the misery acute. Severe famine 
prevails in the northern and eastern parts of the pargana, while the inhabitants 
of the southern and western parts are managing to keep their bodies and souls 
together by taking one meal per day or every other day. In this state of 
things Government officers have begun to issue certificates for . realising arrears 
of rent in the 188 It is hoped that Mr. Marr, the kind hearted District 


Magistrate and Collector, will put a stop to this. 
_ VIL--MiscEtLaneous. 
27. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 23rd September has the 
; | following :— : 
Dern address to the goddess Come, O Mother Jagadamba yee of the 
Universe), come to Bengal, a land full of misery, 


and see to what a miserable condition your children have been reduced. O 
Mother, you are an impersonation of bliss and felicity and you come to Bengal 
every year—why then, O Mother, are your children so miserable? Why then, 
O Mother, are our miseries increasing instead of decreasing? The weight of 
disease, sorrow, and poverty has fallen heavily on the children of Bengal. 
The Goddesses of Wealth and Learning, Lakshmi and Saraswati, are your 
chief companions; but there is no sign of the former’s appearance in this 
country for a long time, Wild and pitiable are the cries for food which have 
risen throughout the country. -Neglect of duty on the part of Indra, that King 
of the Devas whom you have more than once delivered from fear of Asuras, | 
has become the cause of insufficient and untimely rainfall in Bengal. Bengal’s 
harvests are poor and her children are starving. Why, O Mother, is this misery 
of the children of Bengal? 
28. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 
= the 23rd September says that every Anglo- 
5 ait — Gazette Indian editor has lost his mental equilibrium in the 
Bain case, and that only the Civil and Miltary 
Gazette of Lahore among Anglo Indian newspapers has had the good sense to 
criticise Mr. Justice Sale’s decision unfavourably, If His Lordship had 
recorded a similar decision in a case in which the oppressor was a native and 
the oppressed a white man, the Anglo-Indian newspapers would have taken bim 
severely to task for it. (ircumstances clearly show that Anglo-Indian justice is 
based on self-interest—a thing for which Anglo-Indians can defend the most 
unjust and illegal acts. It is a pity that these people have the audacity to 
uestion, now and then, the veracity and sense of justice of the Indians. 
very Anglo-Indian editor ought to read very . the criticism of Mr. 
J ustice Sale's decision in the Bain case which has appeared in the Civil and 
Military Gazette. Besides doubting whether Mr. Justice Sale would have shown 
the same consideration to the accused person if he had been a native, the 
worthy editor of the Lahore paper says that His Lordship ought to have based 
his decision on considerations arising out of evidence instead of dismissing the 
case in a spirit of contemptuous. Gere for the decision arrived at by 42 
ee English Sessions Judge aided by a jury composed of five Europeans 
and by two learned Judges of the High Court. The Civil and Military Gasette 
appears to have been really ashamed of the decision made by Mr. Justice Sale. 
29. The same paper mre that the Hon’ble Mr. Ibbetson’s explanation in 
3 ae Bain case clearly shows that the same records, 
„ ndians in the Bain from which Mr. Justice Sale arrived at the decision 
1 that Bain was innocent, had convinced the Govern- 
ments of Assam and India and the Ad vocate- General not only of Bain’s ‘guilt, 
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but also of the insufficiency of the punishment to which he had been sentenced. 
Those people therefore who are — Justice Sale’s intelligence must, at the 
‘game time, be thinking that the Deputy Commissioner of Silchar, the Sessions 
Judge and jury who had tried Bain, the Advocate-General, the two learned 
Judges of the Revision Bench of the High Court, and the Governments of 
Assam and India were all idiots. This leads people to believe that whenever an 
Anglo-Indian, who has murdered or oppressed à native or natives, happens to 
stand accused in a law Court, the vast majority of Anglo-Indians lose their 
mental equilibrium. : ok oe 
30. The Sanpivani e of the 24th September has the following :— 


The Vieeroy in the Bain afair, of the Anglo-Indiam community have forced even 


Lord Curzon, who is endowed with more than an ordinary share of independence 
and strength of character, and Sir Denzil Ibbetson, the Home Member, to show 
cause why orders were given for the retrial of Bain. It 1s not at all surprising 
that His Excellency should be frightened by threats of rebellion from those 
white men who had threatened Lord Ripon with banishment from Government 
House to Australia. And considering the manner in which the Anglo-Indian 
merchants have been coaxed and encouraged by Lord Curzon, the Englishman's 
threat of rebellion, coming es it does from the organ of the tea-planting 
community, cannot be regarded as an offence. Children spoilt by indulgence 
often take the liberty of slapping their parents on the cheek. If u native editor 
had taken the same liberty as has been taken by the editor of the Englishman, 
he would have by this time been on his way to the Andamans. In the case of 
the Anglo-Indian editor, however, Lord Curzon has been obliged to come forward 
with an explanation in order to appease him and his patrons. But what is most 
surprising in this connection is how a spirited man like His Excellency has 
been able to put up with the imperious tone in which his explanation has been 
criticised by the Anglo-Indian editor. ions 3 
We had hoped for a complete vindication of the principles of justice and 
fair play during Lord Curzon's Viceroyalty in disputes between natives and white 
men. But the Anglo-Indian newspapers have made His Excellency understand 
that the displeasure of the white man is not a thing which can be passed over 
with impunity. So that at the time when the natives were looking up to him for 
redress and consolation in the Anglo-Indian crisis, the Englishman’s frowas made 
him cry out, Not I, but Lord Elgin.” Lord Curzon has cleared up the Bain 
case by bringing out the facts in connection with it. But it is a matter of the 
greatest regret that behind the apparently truthful spirit to which the statement 
is due, there is seen to lurk a fear of the white man. 
31. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th September has the following:—._ 
5 Come, O Mother, make your appearance in this 
Durga. o the goddess downfallen Bengal in the form of the world 
5 captivating mother. O Mother, destroyer of the 
Asur Mahisa, come to Bengal, downtrodden as it is by danavas, and afflicted 


with misery and disease. Come, O ren a a of Mercy, come in the shape 


of the goddess Annapurna (goddess of plenty). O Mother, you have, in a corner 
of your cloth, food for eighty millions of the hungry inhabitants of Bengal ; 
shall we, O Mother, be denied your kindness simply because we cannot see your 
22 form ? Shall we always starve? Will the minefuls of gold, granaryfuls 
of food-grains, shopfuls of merchandise, gardenfuls of fruits, pa the water sweet 
Le which this fertile and well-watered land of the gods, cooled by the sweet 
foreigners, while we look on with wistful eyes and die as we look on? O 
5 er, are you not the remover of distress and mis and the saviour of the 
ent Then, teach us, Mother, the mantra (sacred formula), the constant 
neg whereof will remove our miseries, teach us the devotion which will 
. Mate our present sufferings, and let us know the sakti (Force or Power), 
© worship of which will lead to our salvation. We shall constantly repeat that 
mantra, throw ourselves heart and soul into that devotion, and invoke that sakt. 
3 Weak is our vision, weak is our body, weak is our heart—we are helpl 
istressed, and destitute. In our difficulty we do not see which way we should 
2 O Mother, come for once as the fulfiller of every prayer and as the protectress 
or all. Let us look upon you once for all, O Mother, retulgent with the glory of 


y breezes, contains, always go to increase the pleasure and happiness of 
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with the help of the bright rays emanating 1 your feet. Happiness after 
sorrow, 5 after sleep, ridiog after setting, 8 after fall, O Di 1 of 
everything in this universe, is not this your law? Why then do we not, by 


our kindness, wake, rise, and become 8 77 We shall take strength to our 
eart, bring about union among your children, wake and awaken, rise and 
raise, transport and be transported with zeal and fervour, bring back our 
Lakshmi ( oddess of wealth) to our homes and pay off our debts to others—we 
shall do all this, if you, Mother, only show us the way. b | 
O Chamunda (a name of the goddess Durga in her warlike form), is it because 
you are pleased more with the blood of the Asuras and by trampling them under 
your feet than with the red java flower steeped in sandal idal paste with which we 
worship you, that you go away after your annual visit to us displeased with the 
worship we offer you, because it is not your true worship? sy es 
How can the worship of the Mother be 2 and faultless, when men 
practise hypocrisy in their worship, lack devotion and know not how to 
worship, and give themselves up in their daily life to the ind ce of their 
passions? Chamunda cau never be really pleased unless we worship her with 
our heart’s blood mixed with the blood of the Asuras. The day on which we, 
eighty millions of her children, be able to know our Mother in her spiritual 
form and call her mother with joined hands and with true devotion and 
lease her by worshipping her with the blood of the Asuras, that will be the 
* when Mother will lay aside her fierce, dark, naked form garlanded 
with human skulls, and appear before her children in the smiling form of Anna- 
purna (goddess of food), adorned with every ornament and garlanded with 
lotuses and ready to fulfill the prayers of her children. Her refulgent feet will 


then light up everything, remove sorrow and misery from millions of hearts, 


put an end to famine, plague and other earthly evils, and fill the country with 
ood and wealth. That- will be the day when her children, blessed with their 


Mother’s favour, will be praised and respected by the entire world and excite 
its wonder, yey : . 
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82. The Uriya and Navasamvad rong td of the 1 6th September and the 

nee Samvad Vahika [Balasore| of the 17th September 

r dis. state that there was a good rainfall in the Balasore 
district during the week under report. 

33. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th September states that there 

: was a good rainfall in the Cuttack and Puri dis- 

Rainfall in the Cuttack and tricts. They all agree that more rain is wanted in 


Puri districts. the last part of September and the first part of 
October. 
Tus health of the Cattack town. 34. The same paper states that the health of 


the Cuttack town is good. 


sg UBITA aD 35. The Uriya and 8 [Balasore ] of the 16th a eg states 
a a at there is scarcity of food in the Midnapore 
Sept. 1, 1000. 2 Midnapore dis. district. Some families are said to be living on one 
meal per day; others get no meal worth the name. 
> \\ oe Usiva ann 36. Referring to the heavy mortality in India due to wild animals, the 
i en 3 | same 22 states that it is high time for the aboli · 
Ace id snumals and the Arms tion of the prohibitory provisions of the Arms Act, 
_ _ which are not at all required in loyal India. 
Uran 37. The Uttaldipita [Cuttack] of the 19th September agrees with its 
Rept. 19th, 1908, 2. contemporary of the Uriya and Navasamvad in think- 
onna. 0% Jen in ing that many lakhirajdars and other landholders 
1 in Orissa are still ignorant of the new road-cess 
jama, and that it is the duty of the Collectors to keep them informed of the same. 
vem, 38. The same paper defends Mr. K. G. Gupta, the Superintendent of the 


1 5 
rane 4 


\ 


Jaegadananda Das by the Raja of Daspalla as his Dewan. Jagadananda Babu, 


news Tributary Mahals, Orissa, against the attacks of the 
85 * Ae 5 ___ Hitavads and the Prajabandhu, and states that the 
Superintendent was justified in ing to accept the nomination of 


\\ 


( 897 ) 


though backed by the Raja, cannot supersede the claims of men of superior 
ability and merit. | : 
39. The same paper states that the Budget speech of Lord Geor 
3 in the House of Commons is disappointing in the 
1 Hamilton's speech highest degree, for His Lordship, though admitting 
png the fact that the pressure on land in India is v 
great, does very little to encourage the industries and manufactures of India, 
which are in a deplorable condition. 
40. The Garjathasine 8 of the 19th September speaks highly of _©48/4t=4s1m, 
= . the endeavours of Babu Sriram Chandra Basu, the * >, 1008. 
,, The military paike of the Dhen- Manager of Dhenkanal, to induce the descendants 
of the old military patks of that State to accept 
service in the Police Department of that State, as this will strengthen the han 
of the Dhenkanal authorities by supplying them with an indigenous police 
force in whom military instincts are not yet wholly extinct. | 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
BENdALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, Bengali Translator. 
The 8rd October 1903. 
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